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Now Open at I-95 & Cypress Creek Road 
 

 
Broward County’s Only Factory Authorized Jaguar 

Dealership   ���������	
��  

   6606 N. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale - 954 - 463-2554 
 
Miami :  305 - 949-2258  Boca : 561 - 368-0129 
Palm Beach : 561 - 832-6711   Fax :  954 - 468-1951 

· Broward County’s Only Factory Authorized Jaguar Dealer 
· Number 1 in Customer Satisfaction 
· Select Edition Pre-Owned Automobiles 
· State of the Art Service and Parts Departments 
· Factory Authorized Body Shop 

      www.alpinejaguar.com 
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   On Tuesday, May 4th, we had our regular dinner meeting at a 
Local British pub called the Frog & Toad.  I must admit that it was 
the most enjoyable meeting I’ve attended since joining our club 
three years ago.  There were pints consumed, much British food 
enjoyed, darts (arrows in Britspeak) were played, stories were 
told and some SFJC business was even transacted.  We had the 
largest meeting turn out that I can remember. The pub has a 
great friendly atmosphere to enjoy a social evening with friends.  
My impression was apparently the same as my fellow members.  
Andre made a motion that was instantly seconded by Russell to 
permanently move our meeting place to the Frog & Toad.  This 
motion was passed by acclaim. (And applause too!)  Perhaps it 
was the first round of libations for the group that was funded by 
yours truly in celebration of my 120’s 50th birthday that loosened 
up the crowd.  (The birthday car)   
 
    Door prizes were donated by “Butch” from Palm Beach Motor 
Cars.  Given out to deserving recipients was a Jag paperweight, 
Jag pens and Jag key fobs.  Some deserving criteria was the old-
est Jag driven to the meeting, a convertible driven to the meeting, 
who’s Jag was in the shop, etc.  All attendees received a tin with 
little mints  
 
    The staff at the Frog & Toad, went all out to make our meeting 
a success, the food was excellent and cooked to order.  No por-
tion control in this pub.  The pints were brimming, if not ice cold. 
(Lucas refrigerators)  When I left at about 9:45, many members 
were still playing arrows, telling stories and catching up on the 
latest information. 
 
    I’m writing about all of this for a reason of course.  We belong 
to this or any other club for our own enjoyment.  We may have 
different reasons for our membership, social interaction, technical 
information & help, showmanship, activities and more.  But the 
primary reason is our own enjoyment. What we had at our Frog & 
Toad meeting was our club at it’s best, people enjoying them-
selves in a friendly atmosphere with their friends.   
 
   One of my jobs as co president is to seek out and support 
events that we will attend, participate in and enjoy.  We have peo-
ple like Thomas Lanahan, Jenny Wood and others helping with 
that ask.  Without their help, little would be found.  Listed else-
where in this newsletter and on the web site is a compendium of 
events.  Some local, some far away some just a few hours drive.  
Take a look at the list & come on out & enjoy the good company 
and fine machinery.  If you are unable to attend our events, join 
us at the Frog & Toad for our monthly dinner meeting.  We’ll hoist 
a pint together in celebration of ourselves! 
 
Roger Seitz 
Co President,  South Florida Jaguar Club 

On the cover:  Recently discovered vintage photo-
graph of a Pebble Beach Automobile Show/Sale 
from the early 1950’s.    See Article inside.        
Photo Credit:  Julian P. Graham 



� � � � �� �� � ��	 �
 �� �
 �� � ����� � �� �� � ���

������������������������ �
	
���
�����
��� �

Following the First Tuesday dinner 
meetings, which are now held at the 
Frog & Toad Pub, is the Kart Race at 
Speed  Indoor Race Track about 1/2 
mile South on Powerline from the Frog 
and Toad.  Great fun and madness 
trying to best fellow club members. 
This is still a central Broward location, 
not far from the previous meeting place 
at the Olive Garden.  The Frog & Toad, 
5782 Powerline Road, Fort Lauder-
dale.  
Directions:  From I-95 north or South,  

Exit at Commercial Blvd,  proceed 
West on Commercial.  (Right turn from 
North,  Left turn from south, )Turn right 
at the  1st light which is Powerline 
Road.  Proceed on Powerline for ap-
proximately  1.5 miles. 
Frog & Toad is on the Right on an un-
marked corner.   
 

����
�������
�������

���
��
������� �

“Classics and Cruisers”  an open car 
show at Crabby Jacks restaurant, 7001 
Federal Highway, Boca Raton.        
August 8,    Noon to 4pm.  Proceeds 

benefit the Broward County Humane 
Society.   Included are Jaguars, hot 
rods, PT Cruisers and much, much 
more.  Don’t miss the fun, sign up now. 
Lanahan56@aol.com for information. 
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CityPlace invites you to be a part of 
this year’s show if you own a pre 1984 
classic.   Registrations are due by  
August 10.    
For further information, contact Kendall 
R. Rumsey at:  (561) 541– 3217 or at   
kendall@dendallevents.com 

First Tuesday  of the 
month  

Monthly  Dinner Meeting — Frog and Toad Pub - 7PM 
Go-Cart racing optional after meeting  - see web page for details     
also go to speedindoorracing.com for more information. 

Frog & Toad, Ft. Lauderdale, FL  (see directions 
Above) 

July 23—25 Reef Cruise 2004 Ocean Reef Club, Key Largo, FL 

Sunday   August 8th Howard Schwartz Memorial Car Show  and Benefit  Crabby Jacks. Boca Raton, FL   

September 4th / 5th Blast from the Past, Classic Autos at City Place    AUTOSHOW W. Palm Beach, FL  kendall@kendelevents.com 

January ?  2005 Day Drive and  Lunch at the Rod n Reel Club / Airboats perhaps? Everglades City, FL 

See the SFJC web site for details and updates on cl ub activities: www.southfloridajaguarclub.org 
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     The temperature in South Florida has risen to the sum-
mer high.  And along with that are days at the pool and a 
cold one near the air conditioner vent....just not the one in 
car, please!   I have tried to do some things on the XK140 
in the garage, but the hot weather has the car bothered 
also and it bit me.  He tried to clamp the bonnet right 
down on a finger.   Danged finicky cat!   
     So, I am taking my own advice and staying in front of 
the A/C vent typing away with 9 good fingers and one 
large bandage until we both cool down again.  I have to 
admit though, it does allow for some free time to come 
up with creative newsletter ideas.  I consider 
this issue the 2004 RETRO issue.  And it may 
end up being the best one of the year.  The 
forthcoming December issue should be a boot 
full of fun also.   
     This issue may be the first newsletter ever 
with a centerfold.  History in the making, my 
friends!   Please see the Blonde Bombshell, 
eerrr,  I mean story, on page 10… There is a  

lovely set of wheels in the photo.  
     See what happens when I don’t get enough of your 
articles and items for the newsletter…fireworks….I told 
you I would indulge myself.  I expect now that I will ei-
ther get so many submittals and be awash in them or you 
will like what you see - and I will only hear from Cyndi.   
     Who by the way is to be congratulated for her 9.99 
point Mark II (1st in the JCNA 2003 National Concours 
in her Driven Class).   Nice job Cyndi and Jack Voller! 
     With this month’s cover illustrating the beginnings of 
the Pebble Beach’s Concours d’Elegance, it is timely that 

the 18th green and fairway will be providing 
the backdrop for the 54th Annual Concours 
on August 15 of this year.  The featured 
marques are Ferrari, Rolls-Royce and the 
100 year anniversary of Hispano-Suiza.  To 
discover more about this outstanding show 
you can visit this web site—
www.pebblebeachconcours.net.  It is full of 
interesting facts.                   Andre Haluska 

A Memory Lane Story that I think  
everyone will enjoy.   

 

   A few months ago, Mr. Bruce Baysinger, 
an online acquaintance of mine, purchased 
an XK150.  Bruce purchased the car from 
California residents, Kurt and Veronica 
Barlow.  They were only the second own-
ers and 15-year stewards of the car.  
    Bruce discovered upon delivery of the 
XK150 that it was full of assorted docu-
ments, some recent and some period  
pieces.  One of the items found in the rear 
seating area was a black and white 8x10 inch photograph.  
   I saw a copy of the photograph on the Jag-Lovers web 
site and found it intriguing for many reasons.  Here was 
an  8x10 inch period photograph of a car show and sale 
from fifty years ago at prestigious Pebble Beach, Califor-
nia.    
   Two signs in the photo are especially fun.  The one on 
the left side reads- “2 Seater Sports cars Under $2500.”   
Another sign featured prominently in front of a line of  
Jaguar XK120s reads   “2 Seater Sports Cars  _ ,500 - 
$4,500”. 

   A little research revealed that the 
photographer, Mister Julian P. Gra-
ham.  (I know if he was a photographer 
working today that he would very 
much appreciate his initials, JPG - a 
digital photo file format).    
   Some serious digging revealed that 
Mr. Graham covered a golf beat in and 
around Pebble Beach for the local pa-
pers and a local golf periodical in the 
1950’s.  Most of his photographs con-
sisted of golf personalities from the 
area.  This printing is dedicated in 

Julian’s honor.  Sadly, Mr. Graham passed away in 1965. 
   This photograph is an incredibly lucky find as it re-
cords a slice of automobilia from the early 1950s for pos-
terity.  For  me, it is of photo historical interest as well as 
a bit of nostalgia, automobilia and journalism.  The 2004 
Pebble Beach Concours is just about here again fifty plus 
years later.      
   Interestingly, it is well to note in the photo that they did 
not close the course to golfers back then.  As Bruce noted 
to me, “Times have changed!” ….   Yes, and how!  
            Andre Haluska 
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Thomas and MaryAnne Lanahan arrived in the JagVan at 8:30 am on Sunday, June 13th, for the start of an exciting day of  
Muscle Cars and Classic Jaguars at the Sportsman’s Park in Dania Beach.   We set up our new 8’X 8’ Tent and what a life-
saver. It was so hot that day.  We got everything set up, and then went to get the E-Type. Upon our return we were thrilled to 
see a number of other Jaguars already on display.  By the end of the morning we had a total of 7 cars.  The display location 
was perfect, or purrrfect as Cindy would say.  Shady,  grassy,  lots of room.    
The classics on display were: 
 
Cindy and Jack Voller had both their cars, an E-Type and the Mk II 
Rick Hartwell had the beautiful Daimler Sedan 
Roger and Gloria had their X 120 Drophead 
Bob Scibelli and his wife came in with their XK 120 OTS 
Jack and Kaye arrived in the Red Sunbeam, the only REAL Ford powered car in our display. 
MaryAnne and Thomas had their E-Type displayed as well. 
 
Bob Matzner,  Andre and Ginny Haluska, also spent the day with us sans Jaguars. 
 
After everyone set up and polished up their marques, the Mustang Club Judges arrived and 
spent quite a bit of time with us, looking, judging, asking questions.  We all sat around and visited with each other, nice conver-
sations and communications. During the day we had the chance to meet with three prospective new Members.  We took the  
opportunity to have an impromptu Board Meeting in the fancy Marlin Lounge at the Islamorada Restaurant, nearly an hour of 
conversation on many Club issues.  Very productive and informative meeting. 
 
 We had many, many spectators and various Ford Club Members enjoying our cars. Loads  of compliments. Lots of photos.  
We all took the opportunity to walk around and enjoy all the other beautiful Ford Products at the show. 
 
The Mustang Club of America approved a separate class for the Ford Family, which includes Jaguars under the Ford Premier 
Group.  Our Class was the last to be announced but the results were worth the wait. 
 
The trophies were beautiful commemorative plaques of the event.   Results were presented during the very hot afternoon as 
follows:  
 
Jack and Cindy Voller’s Mk II took first place 
Jack and Cindy Voller’s E-Type took second place 
Thomas Lanahan’s E-Type and Bob Scibelli’s XK 120 tied for third place. 
 
Speaking of Trophies, At the Bonnet House I presented Jack with a lovely Red White and Blue Trophy. This happened to be 
my 100th Trophy so it was special to me, and I wanted to thank Jack and Cindy for all of their efforts. Jack presented this Tro-
phy, our new Club Traveling Participation Trophy to Kaye and Jack in appreciation for them being .the only REAL Ford pow-
ered vehicle in our Group, and for their traveling so far.  During the next event Kaye will have the challenge of finding someone 
to pass it on  to. 
 
Our hats off to those South Florida Jaguar Club Members who attended this event, there were 14 of 
us supporting this 4th Annual MCA Show. 
 
Our sincere thanks for all of the courtesies, and kindness shown to us by the Ft. Lauderdale Mus-
tang Club Staff and Members, and the many other Ford Club Members who we had the opportunity 
to visit with.  
Congratulations to them for a successful show. 
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Our May 23rd outing was superb.  You could not ask for better weather.  Thomas Lanahan called this "Bonnets Up At The Bonnet House" 
and it was a fantastic time as a fun tour and SFJC picnic.   
  

Thomas and his early crew had the tent and tables set up when we got there at noontime.  Parking was easy and Thomas and Maryann Fin-
negan had signs up to help get us from Sunrise Blvd. into the Park.  We were given a beautiful and shady space to park and picnic before 
our private Tour. 
 

Many of us brought British Picnic fare and libations, from deviled eggs (YUMMY!!!), Gloucester and Stilton Cheese, Sage Derby Cheese 
with English Water Crackers, delightful Finger Sandwiches, fantastic Pastries with English Sausage, a Rum Punch that tickled your whistle 
to Pimms and Ginger with fresh Cucumber Sticks, and sharing was the theme of the afternoon.  It really was like being in the UK on a 
lovely summer day...and we even had raccoons come to visit.  Elaine Levine, at one point, had to actually “hold down the Fort and fight 
them off” when they came to see what we were eating! 
 

The picnic time gave us all a chance to see Jack Voller's new red Series 1 Jag…what a great car.  Jack got some great photos of Chris Can-
ning and Bob Matzner sitting in the car.  Looks like E-Fever was trying to nip at Chris’ heels and we didn’t think that Bob was going to get 
out of the car.  Everyone thought the Voller’s were going to have to adopt him!  It was also the first time Jack and Cyndi had both cars out 
together.  The sisters seem to be getting along just fine, but the new baby still doesn’t have a name.  Any suggestions? 
 

We were delighted to see members of the Gold Coast Triumph and British Car Club join us.  Larry and Susan Miceli came roaring in in 
their TR6; Phil and Gretchen were not far behind in their TR6; Don and Penny Hilston looked extremely sporty in their MG TD and Brian 
and Kathy Beck arrived via American style as their LBC is having a makeover. 
 

There were 6 Jaguars in attendance.  As previously mentioned, Jack and Cyndi Voller with the MK II and E-Type; Chris and Patsy Canning 
in their National Concours Winner; Bob and Brenda Matzner in their stunning Cat; Bill Smail and Elaine Levine in their, as always, spotless 
and gorgeous Kitty and Thomas Lanahan made us all smile when he brought the gorgeous Hope Diamond out for a spin.  Richard and 
Hilary Irving were also there to add to the fun.  We hope to see their Jag at the next event. 
 

The picnic time on the Bonnet Grounds was from 12:30PM to 1:45 PM and then we started on the Tour of the Grounds and Estate.  The 
Tour took us throughout this amazing home and garden of this one-of-a-kind Estate.  
 
Bonnet House (named for the bonnet lily that grows here) was designed by Frederic Clay Bartlett, an American artist.  The Bonnet House 
received its name because when the alligators in the ponds would surface, the lilies would be on top of their heads and look very much like -
-- a Bonnet!!  The land was given to Frederic and his wife Helen by her father, Hugh Taylor Birch, as a wedding gift.  Construction on the 
estate began in 1920 and continued for more than 20 years.  Frederic and Helen traveled extensively and were art collectors.  Helen passed 
away in 1925 of cancer before the construction ended. 
 

Frederic married Evelyn Fortune Lilly (as in E.I. Lilly) in 1931.   
The neat thing about the Bonnet House is that it remains much as it was in the 1930s and 1940s, when Frederic and Evelyn created the 
unique blend of art and fun design. After Frederic's death in 1953, Evelyn continued to winter at Bonnet House. She made a gift of the estate 
to the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation in 1983 to ensure that a piece of Florida history would be enjoyed by future generations. 
 

Bonnet House is located on a coastal barrier island, with the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the Intracoastal Waterway to the West. Many of 
our members live on these Barrier islands that protect the mainland from the impact of the ocean tides and currents and provide a habitat for 
many kinds of wildlife. 
 

We walked along the Nature Trail and we jumped back in time and experienced a rare piece of old South Florida.  You could almost see the 
Tequesta Indians, who occupied these coastal areas from 2000 BC to 1700 AD.  This area was also visited by early Spanish explorers 
around 1500 AD. 
 

The tour started at The Welcome Center "Bartlett's Landing" is the only building on the property that is not original to the estate.  We were 
given a short lecture about the history of the house by our very funny and knowledgeable Tour Guide, John Burns, which was followed by 
actual videos of the Bartletts at the Estate.  We then moved on to the Boat House, situated in the very center of the property, which was the 
delivery point for building materials brought in by barge during the construction of Bonnet House. It later stored The Bonnet, a 35� foot 
Richardson yacht the Bartlett's used for cruising the Intracoastal Waterway.  The Boat House was rebuilt in 1985.   The Bonnet House is 
working with the City of Fort Lauderdale and the Historical Society to create a Tour Package with the Water Taxi that would include; the 
Stranahan House, the Bonnet House, and other historical locations located along our waterways. 
 

Next we went to the Pavilion that was designed by Frederic Bartlett for parties and was used by the Bartletts’ for afternoon lounging, play-
ing cards or visiting with friends.  The Pavilion, built in 1936, overlooks the Lily Pond where the Bonnet lily grows. 
 

The tour then went past The Fountain, added in 1942, another of Frederic's creations, which was built with materials recovered from a de-
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 molished estate in Palm Beach.  The marble fountain stands at the end of the tree lined path, which looks a lot like European style gardens.  
As we went from room to whimsical room, it became even more apparent that the Bartlett’s definitely had a distinct artistic and eclectic 
style and that they both had a marvelous sense of humor.  Each room had something completely unique about it, whether it was a piece of 
artwork, furniture, flooring, wall treatments, etc.  As Chris stated earlier, it is a one-of-a-kind Estate that everyone should experience. 
 
Our group then went to the Chickee Bridge.  At one time, a simple plank bridge crossed the early marshland of sawgrass leading to Ft. 
Lauderdale beach.  Frederic had the marsh dredged, forming the slough and ponds on the eastern side of the property.  The thatched roof 
was created later by a local group of Seminoles of the Osceola family.  
  
We next passed by the Island Theater, designed by Frederic and built in 1938, and is surrounded by a moat stocked with Koi.  The theater 
was originally built to show home movies.  Today it is used for meetings and classes.  Finally, we went into the Shell Museum Complex 
that was designed by Frederic around 1935 and given to Evelyn to showcase some of her favorite things.  The Shell Room contains pairs of 
shells from around the world and houses orchids in bloom from a collection of more than several hundred types.  In the Bamboo Bar, Eve-
lyn often created the house specialty, a Rangpur Lime Cocktail.  As Mr. Burns began to give out the recipe, Cyndi quickly whipped out pen 
and paper – 4 parts Mt. Gay Rum, 1 part Rangpur Lime (Mr. Burns said you could use sour orange mix instead) and, get this, Vermont  

Maple Syrup to taste.  The reason for using Vermont Syrup is that it is by definition 
100% Maple Syrup.  
 
We finished the Tour at the Caretakers Cottage & Gift Shop.  This was living quarters 
for the caretaker and his family, who lived year round at Bonnet House.  
 
We all had many, many laughs and chuckles throughout the tour as everyone seemed to 
be in rare form.  It was pretty much 22  unemployed comedians on a historical tour.  
Cyndi thought she was going to lose it when we were in Frederic’s Art Gallery and Mr. 
Burns mentioned that the anatomical parts Jack was missing  were on the chandelier! 
 
We are sure that everyone will agree that the scenery was quite spectacular and we 
never quite knew what would pop out at the  next corner.  It certainly had our curiosity 
spiked! 
 

What was also amazing was that almost everyone in our group all said the same thing – “I’ve lived down here for umpteen years and I’ve 
always wanted to visit The Bonnet House.”   Well, I know one thing, I’m sure glad we did, it is truly an Estate that everyone needs to see, 
experience and appreciate. 
 
After our Tour we had more libations (would you expect anything else from this group!?!) and all happily departed around 4:00 PM with a 
new found appreciation and love of our two Clubs and The Bonnet House.  
 
It was a fantastic afternoon and enjoyed by all and I know that I (Cyndi) certainly hope that we do more outings like this in the future.  
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     � our editor came across this vintage photographic image for s ale of Mamie Van 
Doren, the very beautiful 50’s and 60’s Hollywood actress.  I purchased it and knew 
immediately where it belonged: right here in this summer edit ion of The Cat’s Meow.  
Jaguars and pinups seem to flow nicely together.   If you lov e the female form, you 
have got to love the XK120 and XK140 body lines.  I promised my wife I would not get 
carried away here.    
     So once I finally got past Mamie’s chassis, I becam e very interested in the XK120 
in the background because of the two tone paint and a love for historical photographs.   
      As a former photographic educator and photographer, I have an appreciation and 
passion for the silver images and their histories.  It foll owed that I wanted to learn 
more about the circumstances of the photo and the XK120.   I was fortunate to be able 
to contact Mamie and she was kind enough to answer some of the questions I posed.  
The following is her response...  

It is unfortunate that the identity of the photographer is  lost and that he remains 
without credit in what most assuredly is The Cat’s Meow fi rst centerfold.     
                Andre Haluska 
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A DAY IN DELRAY - AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER  
                by Cyndi Voller 

   We have had yet another fun and successful event that was 
out of the ordinary!  On Saturday, June 26, many of us met at 
the Old School Museum and Crest Theatre in Delray, FL for a 
small showing of our cars, which were parked on the beautiful 
lawn in front of the historic Crest Theatre, and a play! 
 
   Jack and I  met up with Thomas Lanahan and MaryAnne    
Finnegan,  Bill Smail and Elaine Levine,  Bob and Carmella 
Scibelli, Gloria Seitz,  Hillary Irving with one of her friends,   
Norman and Thelma Sherman,  Ed Cirelli and Jenny Wood, 
new member Michael Saltzman, John Morris and his friend 
Donna who are brand new members of GCTC having recently 
relocated here from New York with their blue MGB and Dave 
Seigel, President of the Ft. Lauderdale Mustang Club, with his 
1964 ½  Orange Mustang.  It was quite a spectacle of cars! 
Andrew Manton-Zanora and his children arrived in time for 
the Blue Anchor Pub, as did Bob and Brenda Matzner. 
 
   This was such a beautiful setting and Karen Prichard, KP 
Productions Manager and Ms. Murphy, the facilities manager, 
were so receptive to us being there!  They have an Italian 
Sports Car Show  there in February and they say it is quite 
successful!  This would really be a wonderful venue for our 
Concours Show!  Tons of beautiful shade trees, excellent ex-
posure right at the corner of Atlantic Avenue and Swinton in 
Delray Beach; everything from Doc’s All Original Drive-In, to 
Bru’s Sports Room, to the Green Owl Café, to Louie Louie, to 
five star restaurants all along Atlantic Avenue in walking dis-
tance to choose from.  The Colony Hotel, a historic landmark 
and hotel right at the corner of Atlantic Avenue and Federal 
Highway, would be a fantastic place to have as the host hotel.   
The Sundy House is by far one of the most breathtaking estab-
lishments in Delray and would be a phenomenal place to have 
the dinner and awards presentation after a show!  Just a 
thought to throw out to everyone for the future. 
 
   On to the events of the day, around 1:30, we all proceeded 
into the Crest Theatre to see the Broadway Review of Bon 
Voyage.  I was amazed at the beauty and architecture of the 
Theatre, it was really breathtaking!  The show was done by all 
local talent and was a musical about a cruise ship voyage 
staged around songs from Broadway Musicals throughout the 
years.  I thought the concept was actually very clever and once 
I caught on to the idea of what the show was about, thoroughly 
enjoyed it!  I know everyone that was there was particularly 
taken by the little 3 ½ year old making her first “Broadway” 
debut. 
 
   After the show,  off we drove to Mr. Michael Harrison’s   
establishment, The Blue Anchor Pub.  The Blue Anchor actu-
ally has an original bar from England dating back to the late 

1800's.  Mr. Harrison was nice enough to reserve parking 
spaces for us right in front of the Pub along Atlantic Avenue.  
Now, Jack and I have been to The Blue Anchor many, many 
times and even though we told the story over and over before, 
during, and after the play (and every knows how I can tell a 
story over and over!) about how awesome their Tuna Melts 
are, no one seemed to believe me.  All I saw over every table 
was Bangers and Mash, Shepard’s Pie, Yorkshire Puddings, 
Roast Beef, Scottish Eggs, Stilton Cheese, Lamb, Steak and 
Kidney Pie, etc.  Go figure, traditional British fare in a British 
Pub, but no Tuna Melts.  That’s alright because I know every-
one is secretly going to go back and order a Tuna Melt under 
the cover of dark!!  It’s okay Bob and Carmella, I won’t tell! 
 
   But,  let me tell you about what we first saw upon pulling up 
to the Blue Anchor, Bob and Brenda Matzner’s new baby, a 
2005 S Type R, one of three early deliveries from Alpine Jag-
uar, in the newest color, Jaguar Racing Green (which makes 
you just want to drool all over yourself!), with all of the op-
tions including front anti-collision radar.   
 
THIS CAR IS 
SSSSSSUUUUUWWWWWWEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETT-
TTTTTTTTT!!!! !    (Ed. Note—see page 19) 
 
   I think we all must have just stood next to the car with our 
heads inside sucking up that sweet smell of new British 
leather.  Maybe apologies should go to Bob and Brenda      
because I think we all might have sucked up their new car 
smell!  Let me just tell everyone that hasn’t seen this car - 
WATCH OUT - you will want one, I guarantee it.  Rumors are 
150 MPH, YIKES.  Great choice in new babies, Bob and 
Brenda!!  I even offered to leave them Jack’s car!  No takers, 
wonder why? 
 
   After filling up on British food and grog, we proceeded 
home talking about how much fun these “Events” are.  If any-
one had any ideas about places to go or things to do, please let 
Thomas and MaryAnne know.  Because, once again, I found 
myself saying to everyone, “You know what, I’ve always 
wanted to come to this little Theatre and never have” just like 
we did at the Bonnet House. 
 
   I have a few ideas that I will toss around and give to our 
wonderful Events Coordinator, but until then my dear friends. 
  
  “So Long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehn, Good Night” or as 
they said in the show “Bon Voyage or Bon Voyauge” 
 
   This is your roving reporter, Lois Lane, signing off - 
   Purrs - Cyndi Voller 



������� �����	�
���
�����������������

 

A DAY IN DELRAY   The Cars  



������������	�
���
�����������������

SU; a name that strikes fear in the hearts of vintage British car owners.  It also could be terror or loathing, sometimes 
disgust.  Let's dispel the fear and loathing that we may have for these quintessentially British instruments.   “SU” The abbrevia-
tion of the official name Skinner Union; an English plumbing company.  Fitting of course; where else in the early days of mo-
toring would an engineer go to find materials to handle liquid fuel and air? 
Let’s begin with what these carburettors are not: 
SUs are not delicate instruments 
SUs are not complex.  They have no idle circuits, no progression circuits, no transition slots or holes, no acceleration pump, no 

power valves, no secondary throttle bores, no idle emulsion nor high speed air bleed systems. 
SUs are not difficult to tune or adjust. They have but two adjustments available. 
 
On to what SUs are: 
They are very simple carburettors. 
They are easily adjusted & tuned. 
They are robust in design and tolerant of dirt, abuse, water and poor maintenance. 
They have only a few moving parts: (and darned few parts totally) 

Throttle plate & shaft, 
Float & needle in the float chamber. 
Piston assembly. 
Needle jet adjusting nut, (This does not move in normal operation) 
Oil damper in carburettor top. 

 
WHAT!  This is not what you’ve told all your life about SUs??   Well, you’ve been misled. 
 

The SU is a constant velocity or sometimes called a constant vacuum carburettor (CV) What this means is that the car-
burettor maintains a relatively constant velocity of air through it's venturi regardless of throttle opening or air flow.  This is ac-
complished by having a variable venturi.  The piston in the SU’s dome is the variable venturi; it rises as air flow through the 
carburettor increases.  The reason it rises is because there are holes in the bottom of the piston on the intake side of the piston, 
which admit venturi vacuum into the dome of the carburettor, lifting the piston as the vacuum increases.  The dome of the SU is 
very closely fitted to the piston to keep the vacuum inside the dome, thus lifting the piston up. 
 

In order to understand how the SU works, you need to understand a little about Bernoulli’s principle of fluid / gas dy-
namics.  Bernoulli’s principle, simply says that a fluid or, gas’s pressure decreases as it’s velocity increases. Therefore in all 
carburettors, as the air is drawn through the venturi, it’s speed increases & it’s pressure decreases.  This pressure decrease is 
what makes all carburettors work.  Simply speaking, a pipe is placed from the venturi to a supply of fuel.  When air is drawn 
through the venturi, it’s pressure decreases causing a “partial vacuum” at the venturi. This partial vacuum draws the fuel 
through the pipe to mix with the air flowing through the venturi.  Simple huh? 
Well this simplicity has a problem.  As the volume of air going through the venturi increases, it’s velocity and vacuum in-
creases also thus drawing more fuel in.   “Okay”, we say, more air, more fuel, which is as it should be.  However, what really 
happens is that the venturi partial vacuum increases faster than the need for more fuel. This results in the air / fuel mixture be-
coming over-rich with fuel as the airflow increases. 
                                                       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Remember this fact for future reference  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   
Most carburetors have special air bleed circuits in their main jet passages to correct for this over rich progression. (Usually 
called air correction circuits)   SU’s, however, have no air correction circuits. They have a variable venturi, which maintains a 
virtually constant air velocity through the carburettors venturi.  Constant velocity = constant vacuum.  “Wonderful” you say!  
But if the vacuum is constant, then the fuel flow would be constant. Then when the airflow increased, the fuel flow would not 
increase, thus giving you an overly lean condition.  Yes you would be correct IF the fuel-metering orifices (jets) were fixed.  
SU’s however, have a simple variable metering jet system. This system increases the area of the metering jet proportionally as 
the venturi area increases.  This is the jet needle that is mounted in the bottom center of the piston. 
If you look at the accompanying picture, you will see that the jet needle is tapered.  This jet needle goes into the needle jet, 
which is mounted in the bottom of the venturi section of the carburettor body. This jet needle and the needle jet meter the fuel 
into the venturi.  As the airflow increases, the jet needle rises out of the needle jet, thus allowing more fuel to enter the venturi 

The SU  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                By Roger Seitz  
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to match the increased airflow. Simple and efficient. 
So; how do you adjust these carburettors?  This is also quite 
simple and logical. There are only two dynamic adjustments 
on an SU. 
1) Idle speed; 
2) Mixture strength. 
The small screws on the throttle stops adjust the idle speed, 
which opens or closes the throttle plates as needed. 
The mixture strength is adjusted with the nut on the bottom of 
the needle jet beneath the carburettor. This nut raises (to lean 
the mixture) or lowers the needle jet (to richen the mixture) 
varying the size (area) of these fuel-metering devices. 
Well what about the acceleration pump? Don’t all carburettors 
have them, where is it?  Uhh, SUs have no acceleration pump, 
nozzle etc.  What they do have is a clever mixture enrichment 
device.  Remember earlier in this article that I said to remem-
ber the fact that a simple carburettor would become over-rich 
when the air velocity increased through a fixed venturi?  
Good!  Because that is what SU does to provide a richer mix-
ture for acceleration.  At the top of that polished shiny dome of 
the SU is a brass or plastic plug, which leads to an oil filled 

damper in the top of the carburettor. What that damper does is to restrict the rate, which the piston can rise when the air flow 
increases suddenly. (Like when you stomp on the throttle to dust off that pesky Corvette) 
This damper, limits the rate which the venturi size can increase, thus forces the velocity of the air to increase as it passes 
through the venturi.  This results in a temporarily richer mixture for acceleration. 
We can change the rate at which the piston rises by varying the viscosity of the oil in the damper chamber. What that means to 
you is that you can adjust the throttle response of your Jag by varying the viscosity of the carburettor damper oil. Thinner oil 
for a leaner, shorter duration acceleration mixture, thicker oil for a longer lasting richer acceleration mixture.  The average car 
responds best using SAE 20/20 motor oil.  However if your cars power sags when you step on the throttle vigorously and then 
seems to pick up when you lift your foot off the throttle, you might try using SAE 30 or 40 motor oil in the dampers.   You can 
also buy the “Oil Specially formulated for SU’s” at great expense.  It works about as well as SAE 20/20 motor oil. 
 
 OK!  So what’s with this about lifting the piston of the rear carburettor to check the mixture of the front carb and vice 
versa?  Now THAT sounds like a lot of hokey!    Yes, it sounds like hokey, but it too is quite simple.  When you lift the piston 
of an SU while the engine is running, you increase the size of the venturi, thus decreasing the velocity of the air flowing 
through the venturi.  When you decrease the velocity of the air through the venturi, it’s pressure increases, or more accurately 
it’s partial vacuum decreases. The result is that with the decrease in vacuum, less fuel is drawn through the metering jet and the 
fuel air mixture becomes VERY LEAN. (Weak as our Brit friends say)  Since the engine is drawing it’s mixture from 2 or 3 
carburettors, if the mixture is too rich in the other carbs, the lean mixture from the lifted carburettor will join together with the 
rich one (s) yielding a net mixture that is closer to being correct. Thus the engine speed will rise and stay higher because the 
engine is happier with the improved mixture. 
 If the other carburettors are too lean, when you lift the piston and lean out the mixture yet more, the engine speed drops off a 
lot because the net mixture is too lean for proper combustion. 
If the mixture is correct in the other carburettors, the engine idle speed will rise just a little bit then fall off and be lumpy, as the 
mixture will be will be just a little bit lean.   Simple huh? 
 Before you try to adjust your carburettors mixture strength, however you must perform two operations.  First, check the 
fuel float levels by passing a drill shank of the correct diameter. (Read your owners manual NOT THE REBUILD MANUALS 
for the correct size of the shank) under the float lever while holding the float bowl top upside down.  (It also would not hurt to 
remove the floats from their chamber and shake them next to your ear, listening for fuel inside them. If you hear fuel sloshing 
around inside any float, replace them.) Adjustment is made by simply bending the float lever to allow the drill shank to just 
barely touch the lever. 
 Second, you must “Sink” the carbs. This actually means, “synchronize” the carburetors. Simply speaking, they must 
both be flowing very nearly the same amount of air so the engine receives a balanced flow of mixture.  This too is quite simple 
to do. You can buy an air flow meter from the British car supply houses for a lot of your hard earned money. (Really the best 
way) OR you can do the cheap & easy way that is very nearly as good: 

With the engine NOT running. 
First; loosen the clamps on the throttle shafts so that each carburettor’s throttle operates freely and independently.     Continued 
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The minutes from the SFJC monthly meetings will now  be published in the newsletter. 
 
June 1, 2004 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm. 
Minutes from May meeting were read.  A motion was made to approve as read and motion carried. 
Oral reports were delivered by board members. 
The SFJC November 13th Concours in West Palm Beach was an open item of discussion. 
A pro and con discussion was held concerning the new location of club meetings at the Frog and Toad. 
Discussion also centered on the June event—A live performance of a Broadway musical comedy at the Historic Crest theatre 
in Delray Beach.  The performance is to be followed by a gathering at the Blue Anchor, a transplanted British pub.  A Tom 
Lanahan event. 
Finally the meeting addressed who is the fastest and slowest of the pack at the Speed Raceway cart race.  A small and very 
pretty young lady just smiled. 
The untimely demise of club member Howard Schwartz required a change in the contact information at Wheels and Waves in 
the local newspaper.   Planning began for a memorial car show.  The web site should be watched for details.  Look for an Au-
gust edition of the Newsletter in his honor and an automobile show in Boca Raton.   
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm for continued arm bending, and race tales.                 Remember to always drive home carefully. 

Second; Screw OUT the idle adjustment screws so that they are NOT touching the throttle stops. 
Third; slowly screw in the throttle screws until they just barely touch a thin feeler gauge that you have placed between the 
throttle stop screw and the throttle stop. 
Fourth; repeat the procedure on the other carb(s). 
Fifth; tighten the clamps on the throttle shafts. 
Your carburettors are now very accurately synchronized. 
Finally; turn each throttle screw in about ½~1 turn for a starting position for idle speed. Be certain that you turn each screw 
exactly the same amount in or out as you adjust the idle speeds.  Pretty simple huh?  This is what you paid $450.00 to have 
done last month! 
 Next, about the choke for cold starting? (Or strangler as those warm Watney swilling brothers call it)   There sure isn’t 
a choke butterfly in that SU.   Correct!  There is not.  What SU did (with most of their units) is to make a linkage to enable the 
needle jet to be temporarily moved downward, away from the jet needle thus making the fuel metering orifice much larger and 
thus offering a rich starting fuel air mixture.  Others have a separate electrically operated auxiliary carburettor for cold starting. 
(Such as most early XK’s) 
  
 The last thing we listing all of the common cars with the SU model & size they were fitted with.   The Haynes manual 
lists the standard jet needles with whicneed to discuss is the ability to change the jet needles to modify the fuel/air mixture 
curves of your engine.   In the Haynes manual for the SU, there is a chart h they were fitted and in most cases, the richer 
(performance) and leaner (economy) needles.  Further, it has a chart with all of the standard jet needles listed with their taper 
and length, so you can select a needle to suit your every desire in fuel flow.  (That is if you can find the needles.) 
 Much of the information in this article has come from 35 years of playing with SUs.  However, the Haynes manual  
“SU CARBURETTORS” isbn # 1 85010 018 7; 1986, has been a great help in locating the proper jet needles and assembly 
techniques for these carburettors.   I heartily recommend it for those interested in learning more about their SUs. 
 

                                                                                                               The end. 
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The South Florida Jaguar Club is the local chapter of Jaguar Club of North America. We are a group of British car enthusiasts interested in increasing our 
pleasure of Jaguar Ownership in the Tri-county area. SFJC sponsors various activities including : technical sessions, the annual Concours, tours, rallies, 
cultural events and other social activities. Our monthly dinner meeting is held on the first Tuesday of  the month. 
Membership includes the local club newsletter, The Cats Meow, the Jaguar Journal a bi monthly national magazine (now expanded to 48 pages) and 
discounts on parts / supplies through various dealers and vendors.  Membership dues are $ 60.00, check payable to South Florida Jaguar Club.  To join, 
please fill in this form, and send it with your check to the address at the bottom of this page. 
 
 
Name     ____________________________________   Spouse  __________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________  _________________________________________ 
 
City  ______________________  State  ______   Zip ____________________ 
 
Phone   (H) _______________________  (O) _________________________ 
 
Email _________________________________________________________ 
 
Jaguars / British cars owned   
(make - model - year - color ) 
 
_______________________________ 
 
_______________________________ 
 
_______________________________ 
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Item Qty Price Total 

Grille Badge  $ 39.00  

Windshield Decals  $ 3.00 first decal 
$ 2.00 each additional  

 

Polo, 100% cotton, Pine Green, 
white embroidered  SFJC logo 

 $ 30.00 
Men Sizes : M   L   XL 
Ladies Sizes : M   L 

 

Denim Shirt, long sleeves, blue 
green embroidered SFJC logo 

 $ 40.00 
Men Sizes : M   L   XL 
Ladies Sizes : M   L 

 

  Sub total  

$ 5.00  

Annual Membership dues   $ 60.00  

  Total enclosed  

Mail with  your check payable to South Florida Jagu ar Club :  
SFJC c/o Bob Matzner, 332 SW 22nd Street,  Ft. Laud erdale,  FL  33315 

Shipping (no charge for pick up at meeting/event) 
No shipping charge for decals only  
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Make checks payable to : South Florida Jaguar Club 
 

Send  art work to 
editor@southfloridajaguarclub.org  or  
South Florida Jaguar Club  
C/o 7511 Live Oak Drive 
Coral Springs FL  33065 

TERM  3 issues 
1/2 year 

6 issues 
1 year 

 12 issues 2 
years 

Full Page $160 $ 325  $ 600 

Half Page $110 $ 225  $ 400 

Quarter Page $60 $ 125  $ 240 

Business card $35 $ 70  $ 120 

Classifieds    Members  free 

Classifieds   Non Members (1 issue)   $ 10 
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Congratulations to SFJC  members 
Bob and Brenda Matzner on the 
arrival of their  very brand new 
2005 Jaguar S - TYPE R.  One of 
three early deliveries to Alpine  
Motors in Fort Lauderdale. 
Bob tells me that his car color is 
Jaguar Racing Green, definitely  
not to be confused with British rac-
ing green.   
I read an ad the touts the R with    
having a 390—hp supercharged 
V8 engine,  a  6 speed ZF auto-
matic transmission,  and  front anti-
collision radar.  (Now, don’t go trying 
that ACR out yet, Bob.)  It is a very 
nice automobile indeed. 
I missed the grand unveiling last 
weekend.  So I am looking forward 
to a viewing at the 1st Tuesday 
meeting this month and a spirited 
ride in the near future.          Andre 
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South Florida Classic Jaguar Specialist 

Mechanical Restoration - Service and Repairs - Parts 
 

Full service facility handling every aspect of             
Jaguar repair for every model and year. It is  
not uncommon to walk into our shop and see 
E-Types, XK 120's and newer XJ8 V8 cars  
getting serviced or repaired under the same roof. 
 
Major rebuilding of engines,    transmissions, and 
differentials.  5 speed conversions specialist and 
authorized installation center for the JT 5 gear 
box built next door by Medatronics. 
 
We service the cars of many SFJC members,  
call us for references ! 

 

1720 Costa Del Sol, Boca Raton, FL 33432 - Phone: 5 61 362 7464 - Fax  : 561 362 5476  


